mostly grouped according to subject this is not always so. There are no general subject headings and hardly any of the contributions have summaries. It is therefore difficult for the uninitiated reader to find his way about, but on the other hand there is a useful and apparently comprehensive index. In order to speed publication, the discussions following the papers were not recorded verbatim but have been summarised by different participants, with a rather uneven result.
Biochemists will perhaps be particularly interested in the accounts of the isolation, characterisation and tissue localisation of renin isoenzymes and angiotensin converting enzyme; studies on the binding and mode of action of angiotensin at the cellular level; the secretion rate of 18-0H-deoxycorticosterone in some hypertensive patients; and the radioimmunoassay of the two forms of angiotensin. The clinical papers are full of interest, but show that there is a great deal yet to be learnt about the significance of renin, angiotensin, aldosterone and probably other circulating substances in relation to patients with hypertension. Many relevant subjects are however hardly touched upon, for example the clinical consequences of raised blood pressure and the problems of antihypertensive treatment. The book is therefore very much an up-to-date reference work for the specialist, and will probably be of limited value for those whose interest in hypertension is more general.
J. F. Harrison
British Contributions to Medical Science. W. C. GIBSON (ed.), Wellcome Institute of the History of Medicine, London, 1971, Pp. 302, £3·50. This volume represents an occasion of some emotional significance-the opening of an extension to the Woodward Biomedical Library in the University of Vancouver. The Woodwards are Canadian benefactors but the creator of the Library, Dr. W. C. Gibson, is a great Anglophile and frequent visitor to the Wellcome Institute of the History of Medicine. His book Young Endeavor describes discoveries made by medical men while they were still students. The Woodward Library contains a considerable collection of old medical books made by Dr. H. M. Sinclair of Oxford. The occasion was further marked by the unveiling, by Sir John Eccles, of a portrait of Sir Charles Sherrington given by the Sherrington family.
The Symposium, and the book, match this background in sensitivity and achievement and if Britain needs to be given credit, it is given here. The fields of medicine, surgery and their several branches, several basic sciences, social services, genetics and pharmacology receive, in all, 14 separate chapters. The British hand shows at every turn in all of these 37 subjects, and example and anecdote tumble from these pages.
If the reader seeks inspiration, information, education, perspective, reassurance, relaxation or, if he is British, smug self-satisfaction, he will find it accompanied by excitement and fascination in British Contributions to Medical Science.
D. N. Raine
The Botany and Chemistry of Hallucinogens. R. E. SCHULTES and A. HOFMANN, Charles C. Thomas, Springfield, Illinois, 1973, Pp. 267, $14.75 . This is a scholarly and authoritative book, and is the third monograph of the 'American Lecture Series in Living Chemistry' to be devoted to the general topic of hallucinogenic drugs. Like most other titles in the Series, it is well produced and excellently illustrated.
Hofmann synthesised LSD in 1938 and discovered its remarkable pharmacological properties-by accident-in 1943. Schultes is an eminent botanist with many years experience in the field-or jungleand a collection of 24000 plants.
Unfortunately the authors have not achieved the balance which is implicit in the title. Five pages summarise the chemical structures of the four principal types of hallucinogens, viz. phenylethylamine, indole, tropane and isoxazole derivatives. Two hundred pages, however, are devoted to describing plants of actual or potential hallucinogenic use. The latter section is enlivened by a few structural formulae and a brief mention of stereochemistry, but there is no discussion of biosynthetic pathways, of chemical or physical properties, of analytical methods, or of metabolism.
The preface to the book poses the question 'Why another book on the hallucinogens?' The answer, surely, is that botanists need a botanical text on the subject. Phytochemists and clinical chemists will find much more of interest in Hoffer and Osmond's survey The Hallucinogens, even though it was published six years ago.
S. S. Brown
The Human Adipose Cell. D. J. GALTON, The Butterworth Group, London, 1971, Pp, 220, £4'00.
This book is not what it would seem to be from the title. Written entirely from the viewpoint of the biochemist the author disposes of the adipose cell structure in one page, then concentrates on a a very readable account of the metabolic regulation of cells viewed from the part played in the body by the adipose tissue. The result is a balanced appreciation of the many factors involved in control at different levels within the cell and organism.
